Germany Relinquishes Her Leadership

Berlin, i$th November, 1912.

The political situation has become more aggravated since
my last letter. I might be mistaken in not believing that
Germany is hiding some manoeuvre in the self-effacing r6le
she is playing in this crisis but I think she is finding herself
extremely embarrassed and feels herself being carried along
much further than she'd expected by her imprudent actions
vis-a-vis Austria. She doesn't know how to get out of the
support promised without thinking of the consequences which
might be involved. They have been carrying on here for
years like a bull in a china shop. They stupidly supported
Austria over the seizure of Bosnia and Herzegovina, irritated
France about Morocco, dispatched telegrams at random, and
believing in a Turkish victory God knows what they haven't
promised Austria. The Emperor doesn't want war, he was
dumbfounded when he saw himself bound by the promises
he had made. In his eyes these promises were only demon-
strations, naively believing that when he mentioned his armies
this would suffice to make his terrified adversaries draw back.
Certainly they make an impression but they do not suffice to
make a country draw back when it feels itself to be in the right.

What specially annoys the Emperor is the silence with
which Ferdinand surrounds himself and that the latter won't
let it be known what he intends to do.

The Turks are determined upon an heroic defence of Con-
stantinople and the one thing which seems to me desirable
is that the Powers should not patch up a peace containing
the germs of future war and that they should understand the
Eastern Question must be settled for once and for all.

Berlin, ijth November, 1912.

It is perfectly true that Waugenheim made his del>ut at
Constantinople by giving the worst possible advice to the
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